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Accessing the Web Map
To view the Triangle Bird Count Web map all you have to do is navigate to the maps
section of the http://trianglebirds.org/ website and click (Interactive Map) which should be
underlined and in yellow. The map should be enabled to allow everyone outside of NC State to
view it. If you have trouble accessing the map for any reason please contact Michael Caslin
Email: mwcaslin@ncsu.edu
Phone: 919-412-6726
Office: NC State, Room 3003 Biltmore Hall

Selecting your Survey Points
There is a total of 998 survey point locations distributed throughout the city limits of
Raleigh, Cary, Garner, Durham, Chapel Hill, and Carrboro. The points are randomly distributed
throughout a variety of environments/land uses. Each volunteer will need to select several
survey point locations and then provide us with information for the selected points.
Below is a list of instructions that will aid you in selecting your survey points. Also, it is Highly
Recommended that you use a computer when selecting points and not mobile phones.
1. Selecting your points
First, click on the following link: https://arcg.is/0DvHPu by clicking the following link, you will be
taken to an ArcGIS Online web map that shows all the survey points for the Triangle Bird Count
which will look like the image below.
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While determining which points to select, it is recommended that you select locations that are
relatively close by to where you live. In addition, another suggestion would be to select survey
points that can be taken by using the same route (i.e. road, street, etc.).
2. Zooming in and out
When looking at the survey points in the web map, zooming in will make it a great deal easier in
determining the overall geography associated with each point.
There are two ways to zoom in and zoom out within the ArcGIS Online webmap.
a. If you are using a mouse with a wheel then simply move the wheel forward to zoom
in and backwards to zoom out. Not all computer mice have these wheels.
b. The second way to zoom in and out within the web map is to do the following:
i. Click the plus button in the top left corner of the web map to zoom in
ii. Click the minus button to zoom out

3. Changing Basemaps
Before choosing your survey points, it is highly recommended that you change basemaps. A
basemap is a specific type of map that displays geographic information differently (i.e. satellite
imagery, streets, topography, etc.) this is basically the same as changing from the map view to
satellite view in Google Maps. To change basemaps simply do the following:
a. Navigate to the basemap button in the top left corner of the web map

5

b. Click on Basemap and select the Imagery with Labels option

c. Once you have changed the Basemap to the Imagery with Labels option, the
web map should look similar to the following image:

It is recommended that you zoom in and out while looking at the survey points. By
changing the Basemap to the Imagery with Labels option you will see county boundaries, cities,
water bodies and will also be able to see how much vegetation or forest is associated with each
survey point. Try using several basemaps to help aid you in your decision when choosing your
points.
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View of one of the survey points utilizing the Imagery with Labels Basemap
within the ArcGIS Online web map.

View of one of the survey points utilizing the Streets Basemap within the
ArcGIS Online web map. Use the Streets Basemap to plan which routes to
take.
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4. Determining the survey points ID Number
The final step is to determine your selected survey points ID number. This can be done by doing
the following:
a. On the web map, click on each of the survey points you want to participate.
You should see a result similar to the following image:

By clicking on each point you should be able to see the survey points Site ID (i.e. CID) along
with the latitude, longitude, city, and county associated with it.
b. Once you determine your points ID number, be sure to mark it down.
c. Follow the same procedure to determine all of your other survey points ID
numbers (i.e. CID)
d. Once you have obtained the ID number for each of your survey points, simply
email them along with providing your name that way the points can be
reserved for you.
That’s it! If you have any questions please feel free to contact:
Michael Caslin
Email: mwcaslin@ncsu.edu
Office: Biltmore Room 3003

